
News and Opinion Articles on California Charter Cities, State-Mandated 
Prevailing Wage, and Senate Bill 7 in 2013 
 

1 
Assemblyman Curt Hagman to Introduce Bill on Prevailing Wages for Final 

Cleanup Workers – San Bernardino Sun – January 2, 2013 

2 

California Bill Would Create a New Construction Trade Classification for Final 

Cleanup and Janitorial Work – by Kevin Dayton –

www.LaborIssuesSolutions.com – January 5, 2013 

3 
Prevailing Wage Scams Steal from Taxpayers - www.CalWatchdog.com - 

January 11, 2013 

4 

Newport Beach to Discuss Dock Fees (and exemption of city contracts from 

prevailing wage requirements) - Newport Beach/Costa Mesa Daily Pilot - 

January 19, 2013 

5 
Council Closes Book on Dock Fee Increases (In other business…) –Newport 

Beach/Costa Mesa Daily Pilot – January 23, 2013 

6 
Newport Triggers Dock-Fee Increases, Cost-Saving Labor Contracts –Orange 

County Register – January 23, 2013 

7 
City Eschews Prevailing Wages – Newport Beach/Corona Del Mar Patch – 

January 24, 2013 

8 

Newport Beach Is Latest California Charter City to Establish Its Own Prevailing 

Wage Policy: 7-0 Unanimous Vote for Fiscal Responsibility and Common 

Sense – by Kevin Dayton –www.LaborIssuesSolutions.com – January 24, 2013 

9 
Study Under Way to Find Out if Arroyo Grande Should Try to Become a Charter 

City – San Luis Obispo Tribune – January 27, 2013 

10 
Arroyo Grande Considering City Charter – www.CalCoastNews.com – January 

28, 2013 

11 
Unions Win Prevailing-Wage Case vs. Turtle Bay – Redding Record-

Searchlight – January 29, 2013 

12 

Fate of Hotel at Turtle Bay in Limbo – Ruling: Park Must Pay Workers 

Prevailing Wage to build Sheraton Hotel – Redding Record-Searchlight– January 

30, 2013 
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13 
One More Costly Delay on Road to Turtle Bay Hotel – editorial –Redding 

Record-Searchlight – January 30, 2013 

14 

Redding Needs a Charter to End Nonsense Definition of Private Hotel as a 

“Public Works” Project – by Kevin Dayton –www.LaborIssuesSolutions.com – 

January 31, 2013 

15 
Got It Backward – letter to the editor by Michael Stanton – San Luis Obispo 

Tribune – January 31, 2013 

16 
Redding Needs a City Charter – letter to the editor by Kevin Dayton –Redding 

Record-Searchlight – February 4, 2013 

17 
Turtle Bay Nearing Compromise with Unions Over Hotel Construction –Redding 

Record-Searchlight – February 7, 2013 

18 
Buellton Continues “Home Rule’ Talk – Santa Ynez Valley News – February 7, 

2013 

19 
Charting Best Path to Buellton’s Future – editorial – Santa Ynez Valley News – 

February 7, 2013 

20 
Prevailing Wage Supports Skilled Workers and Their Families – op-ed by Tom 

Curato – Redding Record-Searchlight – February 10, 2013 

21 
UA Local 228 Rep. Defends the Prevailing Wage for Redding, California–

 www.WePartyPatriots.com – February 13, 2013 

22 

Unions Rise to Defense of “Prevailing Wage” Rates Jeopardizing Hotel Project 

in Redding - by Kevin Dayton - www.LaborIssuesSolutions.com - February 15, 

2013 

23 
Reasons to Consider Becoming a Charter City - op-ed by former Murrieta City 

Council member Doug McAllister - UT San Diego - February 19, 2013 

24 
State May Close Prevailing Wage Gap for Charter Cities – Central Valley 

Business Journal – February 19, 2013 

25 
Escondido Mayor Touts Urban Renewal, Embracing Diversity – San Diego 

Union-Tribune – February 20, 2013 

26 

Bill Introduced in State Senate to Suppress Authority of California’s Charter 

Cities to Establish Their Own Policies on Government-Mandated Construction 

Wage Rates – by Kevin Dayton –www.LaborIssuesSolutions.com – February 20, 

2013 
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27 
Republican Lawmaker Touts Bill Pushed by Labor Bullies –

www.CalWatchdog.com – February 21, 2013 

28 

County Offers $200,000 Tax Rebate to Attract $12 Million Business Expansion –

 Bakersfield Californian – February 24, 2013 (States that “Kern County has not 

extended an economic incentive package to a prospective employer in about 10 

years. Sometimes what stands in the way of making such offers, she said, is 

California’s requirement that building projects supported by public money pay 

construction workers prevailing wages.”) 

29 
Moreno Valley: Charter City Committee Could Be Created – Riverside Press-

Enterprise – February 25, 2013 

30 
Moreno Valley: City to Explore Becoming Charter City – Riverside Press-

Enterprise – February 26, 2013 

31 
Turtle Bay Says It Can’t Afford Prevailing Wage Rate to Build Hotel –Redding 

Record-Searchlight – February 27, 2013 

32 
California’s Pro-Prevailing Wage Bill, SB7, Enjoying Broad Support –

www.WePartyPatriots.com – February 28, 2013 

33 
With Senate Bill 7, California Unions Advance Plot to Neuter City Charters – by 

Kevin Dayton – www.UnionWatch.org – February 28, 2013 

34 
Explain Why Moreno Valley Needs a Charter – editorial – Riverside Press-

Enterprise – March 2, 2013 

35 
Turtle Bay Will Ask Judge for Relief on Hotel Prevailing-Wage Ruling –Redding 

Record-Searchlight – March 5, 2013 

36 
Turtle Bay to Challenge Prevailing Wage Findings – KNVN-24/KHSL-12 News 

– March 5, 2013 

37 
Unions Determined to Battle Turtle Bay’s Prevailing-Wage Court Challenge –

 Redding Record-Searchlight – March 6, 2013 

38 
Unions Fight Against Slave Labor – op-ed by Greg Beale – Redding Record-

Searchlight – March 9, 2013 

39 
Buellton at ‘Crossroads’ for Decisions, Mayor Says – Santa Ynez Valley News – 

March 12, 2013 

40 
Senate Industrial Relations Committee Passes Controversial SB 7 – League of 

California Cities bulletin – March 13, 2013 

41 Prevailing Wage’ Battle Shaping Up – Stockton Record – March 18, 2013 
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42 
State Seeks to Hamper City Wage Policies – op-ed by Oceanside City 

Councilman Jerry Kern – UT San Diego – March 21, 2013 

43 
Oceanside Pol to Steinberg: Fix Your Own Mess and Leave Us Alone –

www.CalWatchdog.com – March 22, 2013 

44 
Modesto Opposes Bill to Require ‘Prevailing Wage’ on Projects –Modesto Bee – 

March 24, 2013 

45 

City of Stockton should listen to their Development Oversight Committee’s 

Recommendation – ABC NorCal Blog (Northern California Chapter of 

Associated Builders and Contractors) – March 28, 2013 (Recommendation was 

that “the City Council give direction to City staff and the Commission, as to 

whether or not they should continue working on the Prevailing Wage Exemption, 

so that the City Can Declare Itself Exempt from Prevailing Wage Laws on Local 

Projects.”) 

46 
Grover Beach to Again Look at Becoming a Charter City – San Luis Obispo 

Tribune – March 29, 2013 

47 
Tulare County Board of Supervisors Opposes Wage Bill – Visalia Times-Delta – 

April 3, 2013 

48 
Senate Bill is Nothing More than a Power Grab – editorial – Porterville 

Recorder – April 5, 2013 

49 
Grass Valley: Prevailing Wage Bill is State ‘Overreach’ – The Union(Grass 

Valley) – April 16, 2013 

50 
Officials: Prevailing Wage Bill is an Overreach by California – Tahoe Daily 

Tribune – April 23, 2013 

51 
Pair of Assembly Bills to Protect the Prevailing Wage Move Through California 

Committee – www.WePartyPatriots.com – April 26, 2013 

52 
SB 7 Will End Loophole to Avoid Paying Prevailing Wage – From the President, 

State Building and Construction Trades Council of California – May 2013 

53 
Labor, Charter Cities Clash Over Prevailing Wage – Capitol 

Weekly viawww.CaliforniaCityNews.org - May 7, 2013 

54 
Mountain View Council Shifting Stance on Prevailing Wage – San Jose 

Mercury-News – May 8, 2013 

55 
City to Review Mayor’s Proposal to Expand Prevailing Wage Requirements on 

Public Works Projects – KGTV-10 – May 15, 2013 
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56 
Council Moves to Require Prevailing Wage on Contracts – San Diego Daily 

Transcript – May 16, 2013 

57 
City Council Should Reject ‘Prevailing’ Wage Proposal – op-ed by George 

Hawkins – San Diego Daily Transcript – May 28, 2013 

58 
Truckee, Grass Valley Watching California Prevailing Wage Bill – Tahoe Daily 

Tribune – June 4, 2013 

59 
Prevailing Wages Will Lift San Diego Economy – op-ed by Tom Lemmon – San 

Diego Daily Transcript – June 5, 2013 

60 
Don’t Impose ‘Prevailing” Wage on More Cities – editorial – Riverside Press-

Enterprise – June 13, 2013 

61 

Labor Commissioner Collects Over $8 Million in Wages for Public Works Job at 

Hilton Hotel in San Diego – California Department of Industrial Relations press 

release – June 17, 2013 

62 
SB 7 Represents Arrogance of Sacramento’s Local Policy Breakers –

www.PublicCEO.com – June 18, 2013 

63 
SB 7 Subverts Charter Cities’ Autonomy – www.CalWatchdog.com – June 19, 

2013 

64 Committee OKs Prevailing Wage Ordinance – KGTV-10 News – June 19, 2013 

65 
Hilton Bayfront Construction Workers Collect $8M in Wages - San Diego Daily 

Transcript - June 20, 2013 

66 
California Cities Ramp Up Fight Against Union Wage Bill - Sacramento Bee - 

June 21, 2013 

67 Bill Would Push Prevailing Wages – UT San Diego – June 21, 2013 

68 
Mayor Says SB 7 Could Strip Public Works Funding for Gilroy – Gilroy 

Dispatch – June 25, 2013 

69 
Senate Bill 7 Limits Charter Cities’ Control – editorial – Modesto Bee – June 24, 

2013 

70 
Charter Panel Digs into Public-Works Contracting – Newport Beach/Costa Mesa 

Daily Pilot – June 24, 2013 

71 
Steinberg’s Bill Would Infringe on Local Control – editorial – Sacramento Bee – 

June 25, 2013 
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72 
The Assault on Charter Cities and Taxpayers – editorial – UT San Diego– June 

25, 2013 

73 

San Diego Takes Next Step Toward Lowering the Threshold for Prevailing 

Wages to $25,000 – www.WePartyPatriots.com – June 25, 2013 (includes claim 

that “The prevailing wage issue is gaining momentum across the state of 

California.”) 

74 

Charter Cities: Senate Bill 7 Threatens Voting Rights – op-ed by Chris 

McKenzie, executive director of the League of California Cities – San Jose 

Mercury-News – June 26, 2013 

75 
Steinberg’s SB 7 Would Tie Charter Cities’ Hands – editorial – Fresno Bee – 

June 26, 2013 

76 
Prevailing Wage Bill for Public Works Advances – UT San Diego – June 27, 

2013 

77 
Union Wages Shouldn’t Be Forced on Cities – editorial – Orange County 

Register – June 27, 2013 

78 Dems Push for Prevailing Wages – KMJ 580 AM News (Fresno) – June 27, 2013 

79 
SB 7 Limits Charter City Wage Control – editorial – Merced Sun-Star – June 30, 

2013 

80 

Prevailing Wage: Moving Forward in California, Backward in Other States – 

From the President, State Building and Construction Trades Council of 

California – July 2013 

81 
Prevailing Wages Hurt City – column by Joseph Perkins – UT San Diego– July 

6, 2013 

82 
Prevailing Wage Bill for Charter Cities Inches Closer to Governor – The 

Union (Grass Valley) – July 18, 2013 

83 
City Officials Say Prevailing Wage Bill Threatens Projects – Bakersfield 

Californian – July 18, 2013 

84 

Union Operatives Infiltrate Office of San Diego Mayor Bob Filner to Push 

Costly and Burdensome Prevailing Wage Mandate for City Contracts – by Kevin 

Dayton – www.LaborIssuesSolutions.com – July 25, 2013 

85 
Prevailing Wage: Good for Local Economy, Local Workers – op-ed by Nathan 

Fletcher – San Diego Daily Transcript – July 26, 2013 
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86 
Did Nathan Fletcher Lose His Mind on Prevailing Wage? – op-ed by Kevin 

Dayton – San Diego Daily Transcript – July 29, 2013 

87 City Faces Higher Costs Under Wage Plan – UT San Diego – July 29, 2013 

88 
Vote ‘No’ on Expanding ‘Prevailing Wage’ in San Diego – editorial – UT San 

Diego – July 29, 2013 

89 
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